
  

 

 

 

 Family Caregiver Conference 
 

SATURDAY 
APRIL 21, 2018 

 8 AM-NOON 

NEW LOCATION 

Rogalski Center 

St. Ambrose University 

2100 N. Ripley, Davenport, IA 

(enter from Lombard Street) 
 

No pre-registration necessary.  
 

SPEAKERS 
EXHIBITORS 

INFORMATION 
 

FREE 
FOR ILLINOIS & IOWA 

CAREGIVERS 
 

 

 Caregiver decisions are easier when 
you are well informed. Make the most 
of your time and energy with a variety 
of aging network professionals, 
serving both Illinois & Iowa, who can 
guide you through the maze of 
caregiving issues, products, services,  
information and resources.  

 Save your back—learn safe chair 
transferring from St. Ambrose 
University Physical Therapy Students. 

 Medicare Q&A table. 

 Refreshments. Attendance prizes. 

 8th Annual Illinois & Iowa Quad City  

“What Matters Most: 
Lessons From a Retiring 
Professional” 
 

JERRY SCHROEDER, MSW, has worked in the field 
of aging for thirty years, the past thirteen with the 
Alzheimer's Association. He is retiring soon. Looking back 

at the many lessons he learned in his career has given him the opportunity 
to see, in the end, what matters most about the work we do as 
professionals. He is eager to contribute one last set of lessons, lessons he 
hopes will be valuable to his peers and to those we are privileged to serve. 
 
 

        8-9 Registration 

     8-noon Time with Exhibitors* 

         9-10 Speaker: Jerry Schroeder, MSW  
    10-10:30 Break (visit the Exhibitors) 
 10:30-11:15 Speaker:  Melissa Sharer, PhD 
11:15-Noon Time with Exhibitors* 

*Exhibitors are available during the entire morning 
from 8 to noon for your questions and conversation.  

 
“Listening to the Person:   
What Matters in Care-Giving” 
 

MELISSA SHARER, PhD,  has worked in 
international HIV and public health for 24 years, most 
recently examining the role of caregivers for children and 
families affected by HIV and AIDS. She has recently 

returned to the Quad City area to help with her family's emerging care 
needs.  She now works at St. Ambrose University developing their masters 
in public health program and establishing a regional Institute for Person 
Centered Care.  Her presentation will focus on the universal lessons of care 
giving, drawing from her work and research in sub-Saharan Africa 
combined with her more personal experiences in familial care-giving.  The 
presentation will reinforce the need to better understand and respond to 
what matters to the person, as opposed to what's the matter with the 
person who requires care. 

 
For more info, contact Peggy at 

563-484-3147 | pdykes@milestonesaaa.org 
 

INFORMATION AND ASSISTANCE FOR 
BOTH ILLINOIS & IOWA CAREGIVERS 

The Quad City Caregiver Conference is brought to you by:  
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 8th Annual Illinois & Iowa Quad City  

Jerry Schroeder is a senior program  
specialist with the Alzheimer’s Association. 
 He holds a Masters of Science in  
Social Work from the University of Wisconsin at 
Madison and has been working in the field of senior 
services for thirty years. He was the Assistant Director 
of the Western Illinois Area Agency on Aging from 
nine years, served as a lay chaplain at Ridgecrest 

Retirement Village for several years, then worked with Alternatives for 
five years before joining the Alzheimer’s Association in 2005. He and his 
wife Donna live in Moline and are hostages in a home inhabited by two 
wild male cats, called John and James (The "Sons of Thunder.") 
 

         
Melissa Sharer is an assistant professor and the 
director of the MPH program at St Ambrose 
University.  Additionally, she works at John Snow 
Research and Training Institute as a Senior Advisor 
for HIV. She holds a PhD from Catholic University in 
Social Service and Social Work, a Masters 
in Public Health and a Masters in Social Work from 
University of North Carolina in Chapel Hill. She has 

been working in the field of international public health in over 25 
countries for the last 24 years, starting in the US Peace Corps.  Melissa 
lives with her husband and two children, raising chickens and living next 
door to her parents in Geneseo, IL.  Now living back "home" and 
experiencing a more direct caregiver role, she eats crow daily and 
struggles to be more patient.     

 
For more info, contact Peggy at 

563-484-3147 | pdykes@milestonesaaa.org 
 

MEET THE SPEAKERS 

The Quad City  

Caregiver Conference is brought 

to you by:  

*Exhibitors are available during the  
entire morning from 8 to noon for  
your questions and conversation.  


